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LETTER FROM THE PRIEST

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| am filled with great joy in knowing that our parish is progressing so well in such a short amount of timg. W
recently started our new projects in beautifying our church. When it is all over soon, we will haardariaw
closet for storage in the Narthex, as well as a new paint\{éd.are in communication with His Eminence ahd
with Greece so we may order a tall icon stand to hang the historic icon of St. MaWkéhathe Kouvouklion
upstairs now, we will have lat more space in the front entrance to beautify it with new paint and furnitufie.
Furthermore, we are going to clear the excess stuff located in the entrand¢e dfall and repaiand paint the
walls.

| am taking thiopportunity to highlight these chages because | want all of us to share in the success ofour
Churchcommunity. Nore of what | mentioned abve comes easy. It requirdmancialbacking, hard worka
strong will to succeed, and a continuous involvement even after it is all done. We hagmitad ourselves
that thisisthe[ 2 NRQa K2YS® 2 S K lind&uriag strang fattire for Oubs2hdey. (i I 6 f S

In the Gospel reading for Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas, we read that a paralytic was broughs ® Je:
through an opening which thpeople had created, since there was no room to enter into the home. | warg to
take a moment to highlight a very important lesson here. We are continuously invited to enter the Bome
where the Word of God is spoken, but very rarely do we find our churcheslesb that the entrance i
blocked. Quite the contrary, our pews are very empty. People have taken their efforts elsewhere. Thejdesit
to be saved by our Lord has becosecondary to our secular agendas

| want everybody to take these next few weeks taly prepare for the Crucifixion and Resurrection of qur
Lord.This is a time for healing and to come together as children of God. We must purify our nous (sfirituc
mind) from the passions and worldly cares and see salvation as something we have tahatiagh hard

work and not something that is simply a given. | pray that everybody continues to have a blessed Greghat Le
and that the Lord continues to give everybody spiritual strength in the difficult times.

In Christ,

Fr. Elefterios Plevrakis
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LETTER FROM TPIRESIDENT

As we journey through Great Lent in anticipation of fassion obur Lord and His Glorious Resurrection, We

grandparents, and anyone else that wishes to come forward and ask how they can help our ministrigs ar
parish aganization.

This Lenten Seasptake time to evaluateyour commitments and ask yourself if you can dedicate somq of
your time to contribute to our community. Now is the time to give our humble offering to our Savior for aj the
many blessings he has given us. We are called to view our gift of life and duasvan opportunity to servg

God and others. As Christian Stewards, we are called to give back to God from the "first fruits" of oujlaba
Remember the Lord our God, for it is he who gives us the ability to produce wealth. Many thanks to allfof yo
who are making contributions to support the daily operations and ministries of Sts. Mary Magdalenq anc
Markella. We like to remind the ones that did not have the time to fill their Stewardship Pledge of how
important it is to do so. It enables us to plan theaylg budget.

| would like to encourage everyone to attend the magnificent Lenten services, especialyetbenctified
Liturgies and the SalutationsThese services are the perfect way to renew our faith in Christ Hia0

ChurchOn behalf of our Pash Council, | wish you all happy and blessed continuation of Lerit!'<
L hooher

With Love in Christ,

Fotini Kaminaris, Parish Council President
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS FOR GREAT LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND HOLY PASCHA

The following special items are needed to decorate our Holy Church during Great Lent and Holy Pascha
and to provide for the liturgical needs of the various holy services. These items cost our Church over
$4,000.00. Your generous donations will help our Church defray the costs of these needed items and
provide for the beautiful services of this most solemn and hoy time of the year.

Palms to be Decorated on Palm Sunday

Flowers to Decorate the Icon of the Bridegroom (O Nuudiog)
Flowers for the Base of the Crucifixion for Holy Thursday
Flowers for the Wreath of the Crucifixion for Holy Thursday
Candles for the Holy Cross (3 sets of 3) for Holy Thursday
White Bed Sheet (Queen Size) for the Apokathelosis Service on Holy Friday
Rose Petals to be Placed on Top of the Epitaphios

Candles for the Kouvouklion (Set of 4)

Bay Leaves for Holy Saturday Morning’s Divine Liturgy

10. Flowers to Decorate the Icon of the Resurrection

11. Resurrection Candle for Priest

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

If you would like to contribute to any of the above items, please contact Fr. Elefterios Plevrakis. As
previous years, The Ladies of Philoptochos Society will also be collecting donations for:

12. Flowers to Decorate the Epitaphios
13. Lily Plants to Decorate the Church for Pascha

To donate Epitaphios flowers or Pascha Lilies, speak with one of the members of the Philoptochos
Society.

Let us use these moments of generosity to enter the spiritual journey of Great Lent and Holy Week with
the utmost humility and devotion to our faith in the Lord.

In Christ,

[F. e

Father Elefterios

3714-16 Dublin Road - Darlington, Maryland 21034
Tel. (410) 457-0303 - Fax: (410) 457-8224 - wwwstsmm.org - info@stsmm.org
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Spring is coming and soH®ly Easter9 S NE @S NJ t KAf 2LJi20K2a& Aa Ay K|
Kouvouklio for Holyridaywith flowers. A special letter and donation form was sent togatishioners.We

humbly ask that you return it at your earliest convenience or drop it in the Philoptochos basket at ciiec

will start decoratinglOamand everyone is welcome to come and helpis a wonderful experience and there

is no need for gecial talents.

T We will be having Easter bread saleasd|. Yourcontinuing support to our group allows us to help other

in need. Last month along with our contributions to National Philoptochos Charities we also helped a
needy local family.

NextPhiloptochosmeeting is March 11, right after Divine Liturgy

We willgettogether atChurch April 23 to make Dolmathes for our upcoming Festivélyou are
interested in helpingcontact Maria GiannasMore details to follow

Philoptochosmembership is always open to our parishionelfsyou want to have fun, develop friendshipg

while helping the needy in our community please joinltigou interested please see Maria Giannas for
information.

Have a blesse@reat lent!

THE SILVER STARS

There is @ilver Stars meeting on March™at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.

There will be a discussion regarding Lazarus Saturday breakfast for the children as they are folding Palm:
and about cooking the fish for Palm Sunday.

There will also be a discussion on the commitment to the welcome table at the Church Festival in Juhe.







